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fishing
34 (70%)

other birds
4 (8%)

walking 
alone
1 (2%)

unknown
3 (6%)
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Stockyard Point Shorebird Project 
 

Dear Resident or Ratepayer, 
 
The Bird Observers Club of Australia in conjunction with the 
World Wildlife Fund is conducting a project along the Jam Jerrup 
foreshore to Stockyard Point to help protect the shorebirds that 
feed and roost in the area.  We would like to tell you a bit 
about the project and what we are trying to do and would welcome 
any discussion or feedback from you. 
 
The birds we are interested in, some of which migrate between 
Japan, China and Siberia each year choose the habitat at Jam 
Jerrup for several reasons, namely because the mud flats provide 
good feeding grounds and the sandy spit at Stockyard Point 
offers an isolated and semi-protected area to roost during high 
tide (or non-feeding time). 
 
There have been over 35 different types of shorebirds and 
waterbirds recorded at Stockyard Point during a long term study 
of birds in Western Port undertaken seasonally since 1973.  
Local birds using the area include Pied Oystercatchers, Pacific 
Gulls, White Ibis, Australian Pelicans and four species of 
Terns.  The migratory birds are less conspicuous and range in 
size from the tiny Red-necked Stint which is not much bigger 
than a sparrow to the Eastern Curlew which has a long curved 
bill and is about domestic hen sized.  They arrive around 
September after breeding in the northern hemisphere and spend 
the summers feeding around the edges of Western Port.  They 
build up their body weight and take off for their breeding 
grounds again during late March and April.  When this time 
approaches some of these birds can be seen changing colour (best 
through binoculars or telescope), as they develop their breeding 
plumage. 
 
We are particularly interested in assessing and (if necessary) 
reducing the effects of disturbance to the birds that feed along 
Jam Jerrup beach and rest during high tide at Stockyard Point.  
It is critically important that the migratory birds reach their 
optimum body weight because of this incredibly long journey they 
undertake each year.  If they are underweight they may not make 
the entire journey north and therefore not breed for that 
season. 
 

During January and through to the Easter holidays we will be 
conducting observation work to determine any causes of 
disturbance to the birds.  We are also talking with visitors to 
the area to discover why they like to come to Jam Jerrup, what 
they do when they are there and what information would be useful 
to them about the natural values of the area. 
 
The aim of this project is to design appropriate education and 
information materials to minimize the impacts to shorebirds.   We 
intend to aim this project directly at people who already use 
the area rather than encouraging increased visitation.  
 

As local residents or holiday home owners you may also be 
interested in contributing to this project.  Have you watched 
the birds feeding along the beach, roosting or observed any 
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disturbance at Stockyard Point?  If you would like to be 
involved please contact us. 
 

Contact Person : Moragh Mackay, By mail :  ‘Riverbend’, 
Bass Hwy, Bass 3991 
Email :   mfm@nex.net.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


